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Then in case she proves barren or lacks the ability for bringing up
children, she is regarded as lacking n important qualities as the wife
of a patriarchal family, however great her attainments may be as
a woman and however deep her affection for her husband may be
In present day Japan, few wives are divorced for childlessness, but in
by gone days a wife s barrenness was considered the first reason for
divorce
Thus in the Japanese family a wife must possess various qualifica
tions, and at the same time a number of restrictions are placed on the
children The most important child is the boy inheritor He is ob
hged to keep up the mode of life of the family after his parents are
dead and to maintain the internal order of the family He has the
responsibility of representing the family at social functions The
boy inheritor is alway the eldest son, and he is differentiated from the
other children and entitled to special treatment in the family life
He inherits the power of ruling the family, the right of supervision
over the estate, property, etc, which belonged to his father, and in
return for these privileges, he must enter into the tradition of the
familv and faithfully preserve it He must also assure the family
members of a living As he must be equipped with such important
qualifications, he receives special training from boyhood In a family
system of this sort, it is quite natural that he should not be allowed
to choose a wife as he likes, since the character of his wife will have
a great influence on the family life A wife is selected when the
chief patriarch and the lineal relatives recognize that the woman will
bring advantages to it The inheritor who receives such special treat
ment would be deprived of the right of inheritance should he be
disobedient to the family training and tradition The patriarch
would deprive him of it despite his great natural affection for hm)
and get another inheritor
Since the inheritor has such an important position in the family
life, the Japanese law provides a procedure by which an inheritor is
sought elsewhere when one is not to be obtained among the f amily